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A MESSAGE FROM THE SECRETARY, CHRIS MEW

Firstly, a very Happy New year to all our members and others who have supported the Guild activities
during 2013. We hope that there will be continued good attendance at the scheduled meetings which
are as follows:-

 February 22nd - London by London Overground! (see page 3)

 April 26th - Nottingham area

 July 12th - Guild AGM in the Canterbury area

 September 20th - Exeter area

Please come along and make these days successful and we are always open to suggestions for additional
outings or practices.
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KIDDERMINSTER’S ‘BRINTON’S BELL’ - CAPTURED BY CHRIS HUTCHINSON AT THE AGM

Chris says “This was actually on 
the side of the hotel I stayed
in (Premier Inn, floors 2 –4,
Debenhams on the ground
floor). I thought it was called
Slingfield Mill, Weavers Wharf.”.

Another bell explored by Chris
below (more on page 5!)



The first meeting this year will be to London –details are:

Travel by tube to Angel station, walk 600yards to Prebend Street, o/s TQ321837

ISLINGTON, St James 6, 5 cwt 10.30–11.15

Walk 400 yards to Upper Street o/s TQ317838

ISLINGTON , St Mary 8, 16 cwt 11.30–12.15

LUNCH 12.15 –13.15 Pubs/cafes near Highbury & Islington station

Walk to Holloway Road o/s TQ312849

HOLLOWAY, St Mary 8, 17 cwt 13.45–14.30

Walk 400 yards to Highbury & Islington station catch 14.42 to Dalston Kingsland

Walk 400 yards to Sandringham Road o/s TQ 339852

DALSTON, St Mark 8, 21 cwt 15.00–15.45

Walk 400 yards to Dalston Kingsland station catch 16.06 to Hackney Central

Walk 200 yards to Lower Clapton Road o/s TQ 351851

HACKNEY, St John Baptist 10, 16 cwt 16.30 -17.15

Walk 200 yards to Hackney Central catch 17.33 to Highbury & Islington for connections to Victoria line
and Overground

To ensure an enjoyable day please be punctual at towers for ringing.

It would be useful for an indication if you are intending to attend the outing, please advise Chris Bassett
(chrisnsuebassett@tiscali.co.uk) or Chris Mew (mewsofwarwick@btinternet.com) tel: 01926 402273

GUILD WINTER MEETING TO LONDON - SATURDAY 22ND FEBRUARY 2014



MALLARD’S 75TH ANNIVERSARY OF SPEED—MORE PHOTOGRAPHS OF A4 PACIFIC ENGINES

A4s around the turntable in York Museum (above).  A4 ‘Falcon’ 
departs King’s cross station in 1957 (left).  Mallard at King’s Cross 
station alongside a sister engine of the same class in 1957 (below).

The historic plaque from the side
of Mallard (above) . Sir Nigel
Gresley passing Burntisland
(below). All photos by Chris
Mew.



Readers will have read about the 75th anniversary of Mallard’s record 126mph run down Stoke Bank 
which has been celebrated by a gathering of all 6 preserved class A4 pacifics at the National Railway
Museum at York. The designer, Herbert Nigel Gresley, later Sir Nigel, was the son of a clergyman
whose father was one of a family line of priests who were incumbents over a period of 136 years.

The family home was at St Peter’s, Netherseal in Derbyshire where the tower holds a ring of 8 bells. 
Is it possible that as a child Nigel ever tried his hand at bellringing? Although always associated with
the LNER, Nigel Gresley started work as an apprentice at Crewe works when Webb was the chief
engineer. Years later in 1919, Gresley gave a talk at a dinner held in Crewe about his earlier experi-
ences in the works. The dinner was chaired by Charles Bowen-Cooke who, as reported in the last
Wheeltapper, WAS a bellringer at Christchurch, Crewe. Perhaps we can find more ringing connec-
tions but I hope that the photographs of A4s are inspiring.

THOUGHTS ON THE A4 PACIFICS FROM CHRIS MEW
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CHRIS HUTCHINSON’S OTHER BELLS - WELL, PEOPLE SAID IT WAS 31º!

The Railway Bell Hotel, Kidderminster (below)

If you want a drink this is the place for you!

A “salt of the earth” clientele with an excellent grass 
bank (aka “garden”) at the back ideal for sunbathing 
(well people said it was 31 degreesº c).

The Blue Bell, Kidderminster
(above)

A small traditional pub. Nobody in it
–they were all in the back sunbathing
or smoking (well people said it was
31 degreesº c).

Both sampled by Chris at the 2013 AGM! Chris always likes
to keep his fluids up - (well people said it was 31 degreesº c).



On Easter Monday, 1st April 2013 a quarter peal of 1260 Grandsire Triples was achieved by Guild
members at St.Swithun, East Grinstead. The quarter peal was rung to celebrate the opening of the
Bluebell Railway to East Grinstead.

Guild of Railway Ringers
East Grinstead, West Sussex
St Swithun
Monday 1 April 2013 (14cwt)
1260 Grandsire Triples
1 Peter J Rayner
2 Chris Bassett
3 Ian Griffiths
4 J Susan Bassett
5 Gavin D Bennett
6 Nick Cant
7 Stephen Jakeman (C)
8 Liz Rayner

Left to right:- Peter Rayner, Gavin Bennett, Chris Bassett, Nick Cant,
Ian Griffiths, Stephen Jakeman, Sue Bassett and Liz Rayner

BLUEBELL RAILWAY QUARTER PEAL

www. railwayringers.org.uk

Worth taking a look at - you can access all the old issues of Wheeltapper from it!  It’s also full of news and reports, etc.



Twenty-two members and four visitors enjoyed some excellent ringing on four towers in and
around Warwick and Leamington Spa. Ringers also enjoyed lunch in various local pubs or restau-
rants in Warwick. Walking between the Warwick towers then train to Leamington Spa after
lunch. The next tower at Lillington was reached by bus, whilst one member decided to go shop-
ping instead! At the final tower of the day in Leamington Spa, thanks were expressed to the organ-
iser, Chris Mew for an excellent day out on what was a cold but bright day.

WINTER MEETING 2013—LEAMINGTON & WARWICK
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From a postcard that was, strangely,
posted in Swanage on 20th June
1934! It shows the bell that was
presented to the ‘Royal Scot’ by the 
Canadian Pacific Railroad to com-
memorate her tour of Canada.

A ‘blast from the past’ in the shape of a 
photo from a much earlier visit to the
Severn Valley Railway by the Guild. In
shot are Ian Griffiths, Debbie Godber,
Chris & Sue Bassett, Alan King, Tony
Skilton, the Godber’s dog (I can’t re-
member its name) and another uniden-
tified ringer! (Tony Manktelow).

A BELL FOR ‘ROYAL SCOT’

BLAST FROM THE PAST!

COVER PHOTO -

This edition’s cover photograph shows Great Western tank 
4566 at Kidderminster station on the day of the AGM at the
Severn Valley Railway. (Chris Mew).



The spring meeting of the Guild of Railway Ringers was held on 27th April and was based on a coach
tour of the long closed Basingstoke to Alton railway line. A coach collected the 28 members,
which is nearly half our total membership, and friends from Basingstoke station and set off to the
first tower Herriard 6, 7cwt. The bells at Herriard were augmented from 3 to 6 and restored in
2008/9 and access was via a series of ladders. The coach then set off down the A339 which runs
very close to the original route of the closed railway to the second tower All Saints Alton 6 bells
6cwt. These bells have also been recently restored.

The Basing-
stoke to Al-
ton line was
opened in
1901 and was
the first light
railway to be
constructed
in the coun-
try. It had a
chequered
history, pas-
senger ser-
vices ceasing
in 1924 and
final closure
in 1937. The
line was used
for the film-
ing of “The 
Wrecker” 
and in the

comedy “Oh Mr Porter” which featured Cliddesden Station as Bug-
gleskelly.

Lunch was taken in the White Hart at Holybourne which had been
pre arranged by our organiser Martin Boult.

From the lunch venue it was a short walk up to Holybourne church
to ring on the 8 bells tenor 6 cwt. This was a brand new set of
8 bells installed in 2008 where some fine ringing took place. The
original 3 bells are still retained in the tower as clock bells.

Chawton 6 bells, 6cwt was the next tower, which again has had re-
cent restoration work carried out in 2009. The final tower of the
coach tour was Bentworth 6 bells 6 cwt before heading back to Bas-
ingstoke station so those that had travelled many miles to come to
the meeting a chance of catching trains to get them home in reason-
able time. However the coach stopped at All Saints to allow those
members who had never rung on the only 9 bells in the world to ring there and after this small
party moved off to St Michaels. Our thanks go to Martin Boult for organising an excellent day.

2013 SPRING TOUR
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The Guild AGM held on 13th July was a success in many ways not least with a good attendance and
perfect weather. The chosen venue of the Severn Valley saw members converge at Kidderminster
and alight at Arley enjoying the cooling effect of the river as they walked to ring on the 6 bells.
Some managed a quick pint before returning to Bewdley on the only diesel- hauled train of the day.
Lunch at a local Wetherspoons pub was followed by ringing on the 8 of the parish church, AGM
and then steam again to Kidderminster. A potential lock out turned out to be confusion in times
and the 12 bells were put to good use before we dispersed home in (mainly) welcome air-
conditioned trains. Ringing was of a good standard ranging from Doubles through London Major
and up to Stedman Cinques and Little Bob Maximus.

The short AGM meeting saw no less than 9 new ringers ratified for membership, very encouraging.
Officers were re-elected and after some discussion the venues and dates for future meetings were
confirmed as follows:

September 7th 2013–Southend area, Essex (see notice on website)

February 22nd 2014–London by Overground

April 26th 2014–Nottingham area

July 12th 2014–AGM Canterbury

September 20th 2014–Exeter area

2013 AGM HIGHLIGHTS
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2013 AGM PHOTOS
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Sorry, I still find people more interesting
than steam engines, but it’s a close 
call.  Back in the days you’d be amazed how 
many boys took their girlfriends trainspot-
ting on their first dates. (Chris Hutchinson)

Kidderminster tower re-
flected in the canal. (Chris
Hutchinson)

Waiting to get in - Kidderminster. (Chris Hutchinson)

The River Severn at Bewdley. (Chris Mew)



Chairman - Chris Bassett:

23 Hanmer Way, STAPLEHURST, Kent, TN12 0NR.

Telephone 01580 891917.

Email: chairman@railwayringers.org.uk

Secretary - Chris Mew:

82 Coventry Road, WARWICK, CV34 5HH.

Telephone 01926 402273.

Email: secretary@railwayringers.org.uk

Treasurer - Sue Bassett:

23 Hanmer Way, STAPLEHURST, Kent, TN12 0NR.

Telephone 01580 891917.

Email: treasurer@railwayringers.org.uk

Wheeltapper Editor - Tony Manktelow:

19 Bull Close, BOZEAT, Northamptonshire, NN29 7LR.

Telephone 01933 665113.

Mobile 07771 612321

Email: wheeltapper@railwayringers.org.uk

GUILD OFFICER CONTACT DETAILS

COPY DATES FOR WHEELTAPPER
The next edition of Wheeltapper will appear in 2015! It will appear at roughly the same time (i.e.
early January). Please let me have any contributions through the year and I will bank them for use in
the annual issue! Last orders, or if you like, the copy date for the next issue is 25th December 2014!

Tony Manktelow,

Wheeltapper Editor

Gavin Bennett prepares to shoot and run!

Watch the birdie!

Guild Website

For all the latest news and reports of
Guild activities, visit the Guild website at
www.railwayringers.org.uk. The site is full
of information about the Guild and its
event. You can also access Guild docu-
ments such as the rules and membership
forms - take a look!

PAGE 11



Guild Secretary
82 Coventry Road

Warwick

Phone: 01926 402273
Mobile: 07786 728509

E-mail: mewsofwarwick@btinternet.com

THE GUILD OF RAILWAY
R INGERS

22nd February 2014:

GRR Winter tour to London

26th April 2014

GRR Spring tour to the Nottingham area

12th July 2014

GRR AGM in the Canterbury area

20th September 2014

GRR Autumn meeting to the Exeter area

Please note that other events can be held in ad-
dition to these dates. Please feel free to volun-
teer to arrange a tour!

This is a plea from both the Treasurer and Sec-
retary, if you have changed your address, tele-
phone number(s) or email please let us know or
you will be complaining why you don’t receive 
Guild information!

Chris Mew - Secretary

GUILD DIARY—MAKE A RECORD
OF THE DATES


