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“Flying Scotsman” inaugural run to York leaving Kings Cross on 25th February 2016
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A MESSAGE FROM THE SECRETARY, CHRIS MEW
This issue of Wheeltapper brings up to date to the Autumn
meeting in York together with forward advice of meeting dates for
2017. I hope you will be able to attend some of these and if you
have any news or articles for future publication please get in
touch.





February 11th East London and City
th
May 20
Berks & Hants (Hungerford/ Bedwyn)
July 22nd
AGM Oxford
September 30th - Worcester
GUILD OFFICER CONTACT DETAILS
Chairman – Peter Munday
53, Poplars Road, Mardy , Abergavenny, NP7 6LJ
Telephone 01873 737616

Mobile 07745 294353

Email: petemunday74@gmail.com

Secretary – Chris Mew
82, Coventry Road, WARWICK, CV34 5HH
Telephone 01926 402273
Email: secretary@railwayringers.org.uk
Treasurer – Sue Bassett
23, Hanmer Way, STAPLEHURST, Kent, TN12 0NR
Telephone 01580 891917
Email: treasurer@railwayringers.org.uk
For latest news visit the Guild website – railwayringers.org.uk
This gives access to rules and membership forms.
Contributions for future newsletters to any of the Officers please
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AUTUMN MEETING SATURDAY 8th OCTOBER - YORK
All towers are a short walk from York station and maps will be provided
Suggested train service departures:
Kings Cross 08.11 or 08.30; Newcastle 09.10 or 09.30
Birmingham 08.03 or 08.30
YORK, All Saints, North Street. 8 bells, (GF) , 7-2-2

10.45 – 11.30

YORK, St Martin, Coney Street 8 bells, (GF) 10-1-23

11.45 – 12.30

Lunch own arrangements, there are many pubs available and ideas
can be gleaned from CAMRA newsletter “Ouse boozer” on-line
YORK, St Wilfred RC, Duncombe Place 10 bells, 18-1-21 14.00- 14.45
YORK, St. Olave, Marygate 6 bells, (GF) 9-0-14

15.15 – 15.45

YORK, St Lawrence,
8 bells, 7-3-24
16.15 – 17.00
St Lawrence Street, this is some 20 minutes walk from centre and same
back to rail station. Buses 10, 45 and 46 leave from Rougier Street.
If you are joining the day it would be useful to notify Chris Bassett
(chrisnsuebassett @tiscali.co.uk) or
Chris Mew (mewsofwarwick@btinternet.com)

St Augustine, Kilburn
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The First meeting of 2016 was held on 27th February and used the
Overground system in West and North London. Starting at St. Mary’s
Richmond in Surrey good use was made of the 8 bells. The “North
London Line” was taken to Acton Central where a short walk took us to
St Mary’s Acton, another 8. This was followed by lunch with some taking
up the recommended Red Lion & Pineapple pub.

A post prandial challenge was to change onto the right train at
Willesden Junction for Kilburn High Road, the nearest stop for St Mary’s
Kilburn. This tower housed a relatively new ring of 6 which attracted
the attention of some additional visitors to make grab, very nice the
bells were too.
The final tower of the day was the light 8 at St Augustine’s, Kilburn, an
Anglo-Catholic high church with the bells being cast in Belgium by F
van Aerschodt of Louvain.

During the day the ringing ranged up
to Stedman and Surprise Major and
the weather largely treated us well.

Left: St Mary , Kilburn
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Our spring outing on 7th May turned out to be momentous in that we
shared a visit to Leicester with, seemingly, the whole population. It was
of course the day that City FC were presented with the Premier League
Trophy. The day started at Barrow-on Soar the light 8 at Holy Trinity
making a pleasant start before catching a train to Sileby. Here we
managed up to Stedman Caters on the 10 bells before continuing into
Leicester.

Right: Holy Trinity, Barrow -on- Soar
Despite the football crowds and
Carnival atmosphere in Leicester, all
The ringers managed to get victualled,
some by the cathedral itself.
Ringing on the superb 12 was very
enjoyable and, rising to the occasion,
included Stedman Cinques and Little
Bob Maximus. The external stairs to
the ringing chamber gave a good
vantage point to watch the crowds
who by waving evidently thought that
we were ringing for Leicester FC.
Who says that public don’t notice bells.
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Leicester Cathedral belfry

The final tower of the day was St Margaret’s, a heavier 12 than the
Cathedral and harder work. However, they were rewarding and again
we hopefully did the bells justice. So rounded off an interesting day
mingling with revellers and some taking the opportunity to see the
tomb of Richard III in the cathedral.
There was one departing drama as we all left for home with a torrential
downpour which meant that, with a long walk to the station, some
members got very bedraggled!

New Great Western IEP at Paddington
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Our AGM meeting was held in Swindon on 9th July, we didn’t arrive by
a new IEP and relied on local bus services to move between towers.
Queues of people at the bus station turned out to be not ringers but
fans going to Fairford Airshow.
The first tower was the very nice 8 at Stratton St Margaret with some
good ringing. There was a little consternation when a failed bus meant
a single decker substitute but we all got on board for the centre.
The next tower was Rodbourne Cheney, a pleasant 6 where we had a
warm welcome from the tower captain who also provided coffee and
biscuits- super. This was the home tower of Bert Kynaston, one time
Secretary of the then Railway Guild.
It was now time to find lunch in Swindon Old Town and a good real a
ale and food venue materialised. The AGM meeting was held just
round the corner at Christchurch Community Centre and the minutes
of the meeting are appended below.

Minutes of 2016 Annual general Meeting held
at Christ Church, Swindon on 9th July 2016

The 2016 AGM of the Guild was held in Swindon, ringing being arranged at
the towers of Stratton St Margaret, Rodbourne Cheney, Christ Church and St
Mark’s , Swindon.
In the absence of the Chairman Chris Mew, Secretary, took the chair for the
meeting.
The following 23 members were in attendance: Gerry Bacon, Sue Bassett,
Chris Bassett, Martin Boult, Nick Cant, David Cochrane, Stuart Corson,
Jennifer Dearie, Alistair Donaldson, Richard Goldson, Chris Hutchinson, David
Ingram, Paul Marshall, Rosie Marshall, Chris Mew, Peter Munday, Anne
Munday, Stephen Munday, Sandra Parker, Glenn Poyntz, Steve Sharp, Tony
Skilton and David Wilkinson. There were no visitors.
Apologies for absence had been received from :
Stuart Bamforth, James Benner, Gavin Bennett, Ian Cochrane, Tony Crabtree,
Richard Hartnell, Tony Manktelow, James Mort, Paul Smith, Tony Stamp and
Ian Wiltshire.
Deceased members: Edward Mould and Brian Threlfall, past members had
died and members remembered them in silence.
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The minutes of the 2015 AGM had been previously circulated and, subject to
one typographical error and the addition of visitor, Vicki LeFevre, were
agreed and signed as a correct record.

The financial statement was presented to the meeting with a commentary
from the Treasurer. It was pointed out that to bring the accounts in line with
calendar years, the statement covered an 18 month period from July 2014 to
31st December, 2015. The higher expenditure against the previous account
was questioned and this was explained as being principally due to coach
hire in the Isle of Wight.
Sue Bassett proposed and Alistair Donaldson seconded that the accounts be
adopted and this was agreed.
Tony Skilton spoke regarding a residual sum of £858.44 remaining after the
original Railwaymens’ Guild had been wound up. At the time of dissolution of
the Guild it had been agreed that residual monies be offered to the Central
Council for bell restoration.
It had taken some time for all accounts to be wound up and, In the event, it
was suggested by the Council that monies be transferred to the Keltek Trust
as a body better able to apply to bell work. Current Guild Officers had been
consulted and agreed that £800 be donated to the Keltek Trust with
remaining £58.44 being put into current Guild funds. Tony Skilton proposed
and David Wilkinson seconded that this action be ratified and this was
agreed.
Election of Officers:
Tony Manktelow had indicated that, due to work commitments, he did not
wish to remain as Chairman. The role of Chair was explained and after some
discussion, Peter Munday agreed to stand as Chairman and his election was
agreed. All remaining officers were willing to stand for election and it was
proposed by Chris Bassett and seconded by Gerry Bacon that those officers
be re-elected en bloc. This motion was carried, the officers being as follows:

Chairman : Peter Munday
Secretary:

Chris Mew

Treasurer:

Sue Bassett

Examiner:

David Wilkinson
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Election of new members:
A new member Dave Struckett, a worker on the Severn Valley Railway, was
proposed by Paul Marshall, seconded by Rosie Marshall and this was agreed.
Member also elected since the last AGM was Vicki Lefevre, was ratified.
It was reported that current membership stood at 75.
Members leaving the Guild
John Lonsbrough , having lapsed under the rules had informed the Secretary
that as he was approaching 90 he did not wish to remain a member.
Future meetings:
A discussion on future meetings took place, it having been suggested that,
since many members were retired, some mid-week events might be held.
Principal arguments against this were that this would involve travelling at
times incurring peak fares and also that, within urban areas, availability of
towers in the working week might be difficult. It would also not be suitable to
encourage membership of younger members. Mid-week events were not,
however, preclude as “additional” activities should anyone wish to arrange
such.
Sufficient proposals were tabled to cover the next 18-month period and the
following list was agreed to be pursued, the Officers to agree timing and seek
persons to make arrangements. The principle of rotating Saturdays used (e.g.
1st/2nd/3rd/4th) to help avoid ringers’ local commitments was also favoured.
Henley branch line towers
Kintbury, Hungerford, Bedwyn area (not suitable for AGM)
Oxford City (outside term time)
Worcester City
East London / City
Taunton area
An additional suggestion from Alistair Donaldson was the possibility of a visit to
Ireland. Secretary agreed to canvass interest from members.
Noted that the next scheduled meeting was 8th October in York, details will
be circulated in a new edition of “Wheeltapper”.
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Any other business
(a) Sue Bassett questioned whether it was necessary to perpetuate the
different classes of membership “Full” and “Associate” the latter not
having voting rights. This stemmed from historic requirements of the
British Rail Staff Association which were no longer relevant. Both classes
of membership already pay the same subscriptions Sue Bassett
proposed and Paul Marshall seconded that membership should be
rationalised to one class of membership and this was agreed. A
change of rules will require to be ratified at the next AGM.
Vote of thanks –
Martin Boult proposed a vote of thanks to the Officers for their work over the
year, applauded by the members.
The meeting was then formally closed at 15.00 followed by ringing at Christ
Church, Swindon.
________________________________________________________________________
The meeting having run over (blame the chairman) we did not have the full
time available to enjoy the beautiful 10 at Christ Church. However, there was
good ringing here and a reminder of a peal rung by the Guild for the 150th
Anniversary of the GWR in 1985.
The final tower of the day was St. Mark’s Swindon which is very much a
“railway” church. Instigated by the GWR, the church cost £8,386 to build of
which the railway paid £2,786, the remainder being by public subscription.
A former GW Director had given the land and the company also paid the
stipend of a perpetual curate.
Competing with trains passing on the one side and a big festival in the park
on the other, the bells again were used to ring up to Surprise Major. This
ended a successful day, buses ran well, weather was good and the beer was
good too.

10

St Mark’s Swindon

“The Glue Pot” a well- known railway pub, part of the railway village
and serving beer brewed in one of the former carriage shops
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APPEAL FOR ORGANISERS
The proposed tours for 2017 all stem from suggestions made at the
AGM and it is always helpful to the Officers to have volunteers to make
the ringing arrangements, taking into account members possible travel
arrangements. It would be particularly useful to have organisers for the
tours shown on page 2. Names please to any of the Officers.
FUTURE TOURS
Since there were six proposals made at the AGM, two will be held over
to 2018 but if you have any burning ideas for future visits please put
them forward.
ANYONE FOR IRELAND?
A suggestion was received for an overseas visit to Ireland as an “extra”
activity outside our regular meetings. If there is sufficient interest
expressed this possibility could be explored further. Obviously time and
cost is a factor but first view is that a “long weekend” could
encompass 5 towers in Dublin plus Drogheda, Bray and Arklow all of
which could be reached by train. Yours views please!
ITEMS FOR NEWSLETTER
It is nice to include snippets of information and news which bring our
railway and bell ringing interests together. If you have any
contributions or requests for inclusion, please let the secretary know.

Charlie Ottley (2nd left, capless) was a GWR ostler at Park Royal
and was a ringer at All Saints, Fulham. Shown at Hyde Park parade.
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