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A MESSAGE FROM THE SECRETARY, CHRIS MEW
A Happy New Year to all our members and friends who have
supported the Guild activities. I hope that there will be continued
enthusiasm for this year’s meetings which are as follows:





February 27th - North London Line by Overground
May 7th - Leicester Area
July 9th - AGM Taunton Area
October 10th – York

GUILD OFFICER CONTACT DETAILS
Chairman – Tony Manktelow
19, Bull Close, BOZEAT, Northampstonshire, NN29 7LR
Telephone 01933 665113

Mobile 07771 612321

Email: wheeltapper@railwayringers.org.uk

Secretary – Chris Mew
82, Coventry Road, WARWICK, CV34 5HH
Telephone 01926 402273
Email: secretary@railwayringers.org.uk
Treasurer – Sue Bassett
23, Hanmer Way, STAPLEHURST, Kent, TN12 0NR
Telephone 01580 891917
Email: treasurer@railwayringers.org.uk
For latest news visit the Guild website – railwayringers.org.uk
This gives access to rules and membership forms.
Contributions for future newsletters to any of the Officers please
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WINTER MEETING SATURDAY 27TH FEBRUARY 2016 – NORTH
LONDON LINE
Travel by underground (District Line or Overground (North London or
South West Trains) to Richmond station
Walk 400 yards to Paradise Road o/s TQ179748

RICHMOND, St Mary Magdelene. 8 bells, 18-2-0

10.30 – 11.15

After ringing walk back to Richmond Station and catch train to Acton
Central, departures at 11.28,
11.38, 11.58 and 12.08. Journey 11 minutes then walk 800 yards to King
Street o/s TQ 201802

ACTON, St Mary. 8 bells, 13-3-0

12.15 – 13.00

Lunch 13.00 – 14.15 – suggested “Red Lon & Pineapple” a J D
Wetherspoon pub close to the church.

Walk back to Acton Central station and catch 14.40 to Willesden
Junction (14.45) and change into the 14.52 from low level platforms to
Kilburn High Road arrive 14.59. (Following services are from Acton
central 14.50, Willesden Junction 15.12 arrive Kilburn High Road at
15.19)
Walk 400 yards to St Mary’s o/s TQ257840
KILBURN, St Mary, 6 bells, 9-3-22

15.15 – 16.00

Walk 800 yards to St Augustine’s in Abbey Road o/s TQ255832
KILBURN, St Augustine, 8 bells, 8-1-0

16.30- 17.15

Homeward journey from either Kilburn Park (400 yards) Bakerloo Line
or Kilburn High Road (600 yards) for Overground to Euston.
To ensure an enjoyable day please be punctual at tower for ringing.
If you are joining the day it would be useful to notify Chris Bassett (chrisnsuebassett
@tiscali.co.uk) or Chris Mew (mewsofwarwick@btinternet.com)
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The 2014 year started with a successful tour in North London and
included five towers with a good turnout and ringing.
The spring meeting was by coach starting in the city centre 12 bell
tower of St. Peter’s Nottingham where we managed up to Stedman
Cinques. Subsequent towers were reached by coach with a pleasant 6
at Holme Pierrepont before lunch at the Manvers Arms at Radcliffe –on
–Trent, pictured below.

Ringing continued at the 8 at Radcliffe before going on to the 6 at
Shelford where we put the bells to good use. The final tower of the day
was the light 8 at West Bridgford with good Surprise Major before being
deposited back at Nottingham station for homeward journeys.

An interesting photo from Gavin Bennett showing the bells of
St Peter’s Brighton being delivered at the Lower Goods Yard
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The 2014 AGM took place on 12th July in the Canterbury area with the
first tower being at Chartham. The station treated us to the increasingly
rarer operation of manual crossing gates as shown.

St Dunstan Canterbury holds one of the oldest ringing bells dating from
the 13th c which we sampled prior to lunch. St Alphege Canterbury was
next followed by St Stephen where the AGM was held in the church
hall.
Left: St Alphege tower
Members staying in Canterbury had the option of
joining the Canterbury Cathedral ringers for Sunday
morning ringing.
The AGM minutes are shown on the next page.
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Minutes of 2014 Annual general Meeting held
at St Stephen’s Church Hall, Canterbury on 12th July 2014

The 2014 AGM of the Guild was held in the Canterbury area, ringing being arranged at the towers of
Chartham and the Canterbury towers of St Dunstan, St Alphege and St Stephen where the AGM was
held.
The Chairman welcomed members to Canterbury and the 2014 AGM.
The following 12 members were in attendance: Gerry Bacon, Sue Bassett, Chris Bassett, James
Benner, Martin Boult, Alan Boyd, Nick Cant, Jenny dearie, Alistair Donaldson, Richard Hartnell, Chris
Mew, and Steve Sharp together with visitor Jane Boyd.
Apologies for absence had been received from:
Stuart Bamforth, Lawrence Beal, Ian and David Cochrane, John Cornelius, Godfrey Croughton, Robin
Grant, Ian Griffiths, Chris Hutchinson, David Ingram, Stephen Jakeman, John Lonsborough, Michael
Manktelow, Tony Manktelow, Ann Mew, Peter Munday, Anne Munday, Tony Skilton, Paul Smith,
Tony Stamp, Robin Walker, Robert Watson and David Wilkinson
Deceased members: Colin Johnson, a past member had died and members stood in remembrance.
The minutes of the 2013 AGM had been previously circulated and there were no matters arising.
One typographical error was corrected.
Gerry Bacon proposed and Nick Cant seconded that the minutes be agreed as a correct record and
this was carried.
The financial statement was presented to the meeting.
Sue Bassett proposed and Nick Cant seconded that the accounts for 2013/14 be adopted. This was
carried.
Rule changes: There were none proposed.
Election of Officers:
Chris Bassett had been Chairman for 20 years and wished to relinquish the post. He was thanked for
his long term of service to the Guild.
Chris Mew proposed and Alistair Donaldson seconded that Tony Manktelow be elected as Chairman
and this was carried.
All the remaining officers were willing to stand for election and it was proposed by Jim Benner and
seconded by Gerry Bacon that those officers be re-elected en bloc. This motion was carried, the
officers being as follows:
Chairman : Tony Manktelow
Secretary: Chris Mew
Treasurer: Sue Bassett
Examiner: David Wilkinson
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Election of new members:
The following new members to be proposed for ratification by Gerry Bacon and seconded by Nick
Cant:
Alan Boyd, Anne Medley, Tony Stamp, Roy Barclay, Steve Sharpe and John Meredith.
It was reported that current membership stood at 58.
Members leaving the Guild
It was recorded that Lawrence Beal as due age he felt unable to come to meetings. Godfrey
Croughton had written of his wife Janet’s ill health and that they could no longer attended meetings.
A donation of £15 to the Guild had accompanied his letter and the Secretary had written in
response.
Future meetings:
The autumn meeting would be held as arranged in the Exeter area with amended times due to
timetable changes and details would be circulated. Looking forward to 2015 the following dates
were, after discussion, agreed: February 21st – Bristol; April 25th – Wolverhampton July 4th – Isle of
Wight AGM; September 19th – Peterborough /Stamford
Any other business – No others matters were raised.
Vote of thanks – Chris Bassett was thanked for making the arrangements for the day. The meeting
was then formally closed at 15.30 followed by ringing at St Stephen’s.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Perhaps the highlight of the 2014 Calendar was the autumn trip organised by Stuart
Bamforth in the Exeter area with a possible first in that part of the itinerary was by
boat!
The day started with a ride on the Exmouth branch line down to Topsham where the
light 6 were enjoyed and it was pleasant enough to stand outside enjoying views
over the river before embarking on the ferry to Turf pub situated at the end of the
Exeter Canal and overlooking the Exe estuary.
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Members embarked at Topsham.

Lunch at the Turf Locks Inn was followed by a walk alongside the Exe and crossing
the GW West of England main line to reach our next tower at Powderham. It was
then on to Kenton and by bus to final tower at Exminster and thence homeward
from Exeter. An altogether novel outing which was graced with good ringing and
kind weather.
The 2015 programme included wide ranging destinations starting with winter visit to
Bristol, spring in the West Midlands, the summer AGM in the Isle of Wight and autumn
around Peterborough and Stamford.
The Bristol tour benefitted by the ability of walking between towers. The ten bells at
the Priory Church of St James were a challenge but we managed some good
Cambridge Royal and Stedman Caters before passing on to the unusual six bells at
St John on the Wall (literally).

St John on the Wall left and All Saints Bristol
right, respectively before and after lunch
towers.
Broad Street joining the two by a few
hundred yards had a good real ale pub
where the majority took refuge. There was
even time to look at the nearby market
before
Going on to Stephens. Here we excelled
ourselves by managing to ring the 12 bells
to a reasonable standard.
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Our April tour used parts of the Midland Metro tram route which follows
the former GWR Birmingham to Wolverhampton formation. The first
tower of St Leonard, Bilston gave some nice ringing on the light ring of
eight bells. What was effectively a “lock out” for the next tower was
retrieved in wonderful fashion by Richard Hartnell who managed to
arrange the alternative tower of Darlaston on the morning.
Continuing into Birmingham ringing took place at St
Paul’s ten bells in the Jewellery Quarter before a
final treat of St Phillips Cathedral, pictured left,
where the 12 bells extended our repertoire.
Although not our first visit to the area, the new selection
of towers was appreciated and for some gave a new
perspective on the “Black Country”.

≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈
Over the sea was the order of the day for our 2015 AGM held on the Isle of
Wight on 4th July. Most used the catamaran service from Portsmouth to Ryde
with some staying on Friday night.
The first tower was the heavy eight at All Saints, Ryde located high up at the
back of the town before being picked up by coach. The next visit was to the
good 10 at St Mary’s, Carisbrooke where we managed some good Caters
before carrying on to St Peter’s, Shorwell a pleasant ring of 6 before lunch. A
pre-arranged lunch was taken at the Crown Inn opposite the church (no
drinking time wasted) and which sported some memorabilia of the Mew
brewery, of interested to the Guild Secretary. The AGM was held in the Inn
and minutes follow this report. We continued the afternoon with St Andrew,
Chale, a ground floor 6 before our final visit, the 8 bells of St Saviour, Shanklin.
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Having released the coach to go E.C.S., members travelled back to Ryde by
the Island Line worked by 1938 vintage stock as shown on the front of the
newsletter, a contrast in style if not age of the steam era shown above. Class
02 No. 24 “Calbourne” at St John’s November, 1959

Minutes of 2015 Annual general Meeting held
at the Crown Inn, Shorwell on 4th July 2015
The 2015 AGM of the Guild was held on the Isle of Wight, ringing being arranged at the
towers of Ryde, Carisbrooke, Shorwell, Chale and Shanklin.
In the absence of the Chairman members agreed that Chris Bassett should take the chair for
the meeting. He welcomed members to Shorwell and the 2015 AGM.
The following 13 members were in attendance: Gerry Bacon, Ken Baker, Stuart Corson, Sue
Bassett, Chris Bassett, James Benner, Gavin Bennett, Alistair Donaldson, Chris Hutchinson,
Chris Mew, James Mort, Paul Smith and Ian Wiltshire. There were also 5 visitors of the
Cullen and Veel families.
Apologies for absence had been received from:
Martin Boult, Robin Grant, Tony Manketlow and Tony Stamp.

Deceased members: Laurence Beal and Graham Stenning, past members had died and
members remembered them in silence.
The minutes of the 2014 AGM had been previously circulated and were agreed and signed
as a correct record.
The financial statement was presented to the meeting with a commentary from the
Treasurer.
Sue Bassett proposed and Alistair Donaldson seconded that the accounts be altered to
cover calendar years as was common practice, initially covering to 31st December, 2015.
This was agreed and the revised accounts would be examined at the year end.
Rule changes: There were none proposed.
Election of Officers:
All the officers were willing to stand for election and it was proposed by Ken Baker and
seconded by Gerry Bacon that those officers be re-elected en bloc. This motion was carried,
the officers being as follows:
Chairman : Tony Manktelow
Secretary:

Chris Mew

Treasurer:

Sue Bassett

Examiner:

David Wilkinson
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Election of new members:
The following new members to be proposed for ratification Stuart Corson and Ian Wiltshire,
this was agreed.
Members also elected since the last AGM were James Trewin and Sandra Parker.
It was reported that current membership stood at 55.
Members leaving the Guild
It was recorded that John Lonsborough had lapsed as a member.
Future meetings:
Chris Mew as Secretary was keen to ensure that chosen venues for meetings had the
support of and attendance by members. He proposed that the dates be agreed and that all
members be circulated with options and the highest ranked preferences be chosen and then
notified. The approach was accepted by the members present and the following dates
agreed for 2016:
27th February; 7th May; 9th July; 8th October
Options for venues proposed were:
York (October or February); Leicester area; Taunton and West Somerset Railway; London
area by Overground; Oxford City and Worcester. Jim Benner reported that all was set for the
Peterborough and Stamford meeting on 19th September with timings as had been advertised
in advance flyer.
Any other business
(a) Sue Bassett questioned the level and necessity of Guild fees and whether there
should just be charges for day expenses by those attending, or possibly a lower flat
fee for all members. There was some discussion, Jim Benner pointing out that
membership fees gave a commitment to belonging and supporting the Guild. It was
agreed that Guild Officers should consider the matter further.
(b) Chris Mew drew attention to a request for ringing by the guild at Bedale, North
Yorkshire , close to Northallerton, as part of a literary event. The possibility of a
quarter peal or even peal were options. Expressions of interest form members was
invited.

Vote of thanks – Chris Bassett thanked Gerry Bacon for making the arrangements
for the day and the Treasurer and Secretary for their work.
The meeting was then formally closed at 15.00 followed by ringing at Chale and Shanklin.
***************

The final meeting of the year on 19th September 2015 took in Peterborough
and Stamford. A large police presence on arrival at Peterborough was for
football and not ringers! Good ringing including spliced surprise was rung at
the heavy 25 cwt eight of St John’s before moving to the light bells of St
Mary’s. A good lunch venue was found before catching the train to
Stamford.
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All Saints, Stamford
Another “walkable” town saw us ring first at St Martin’s (6) and then, an
unusual departure, the 4 bells of St John. We finished in style at All Saints
where s good range of methods was rung on the 14 cwt eight.
Members had the options of returning via Peterborough or, according to
destination, the long way round via Leicester and Birmingham.

Class A4 pacific No. 60025 “Falcon” heads through Peterborough with the
northbound “Heart of Midlothian”, 13.00 Kings Cross to Edinburgh on 24th
December, 1959.
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