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A MESSAGE FROM THE SECRETARY, CHRIS MEW 

This issue of Wheeltapper brings  us up to date to the Autumn 

meeting in Worcester  together with forward advice of meeting 

dates for  2018.  I hope you will be able to attend some of these 

and if you have any news or articles for future publication please 

get in touch.  

¶ February 10th  -       Guildford  

¶ May 19th          -       Lincoln  

¶ July 21st           -       AGM Oxford  

¶ October  6th     -         Merseyside                 

 

                         GUILD OFFICER CONTACT DETAILS 

Chairman ð Peter Munday  

 

53, Poplars Road , Mardy, Abergavenny, NP7 6LJ  

 

Telephone 01873 737616  Mobile  077 45 294353 

 

Email: petemunday74@gmail.com  

 

Secretary ð Chris Mew  

 

82, Coventry Road, WARWICK, CV34 5HH  

 

Telephone  01926 402273  

 

Email:  secretary@railwayringers.org.uk  

 

Treasurer ð Sue Bassett 

23, Hanmer Way, STAPLEHURST, Kent, TN12 0NR 

 

Telephone  01580 891917  

 

Email:  treasurer@railwayringers.org.uk  

 

For latest news visit the Guild website ð railwayringers.org.uk  

This gives access to rules and membership forms.  

 

Contributions for future newsletters to any of the Officers please  

 

 

mailto:secretary@railwayringers.org.uk
mailto:treasurer@railwayringers.org.uk
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AUTUMN MEETING SATURDAY 30th SEPTEMBER - WORCESTER 

 
All towers are a reasonable  walk from Worcester Foregate  station and 

maps will be provided . Suggested train service departures:  

Paddington 08.21 ;  York 07.27; Birmingham New St 09.49; Moor St 09.09  

 

WORCESTER, St Swithunõs, Church  Street ,  6 bells, 13-0-21  10.30 ð 11.15 

 

WORCESTER, All Saints, Deansway ,   12 bells , 20-1-1   11.30 ð 12.30 

 Lunch own arrangements , there are many pubs and eateries available .  

WORCESTER, St Martinõs,  Cornmarket,   10 bells, 6-2-17      14.30- 15.30 

 

WORCESTER, St Stephen, Barbourne ,  8 bells, 10-1-16   16.15 ð 17.00 

 

If you are joining the day it would be useful to notify Sue Bassett 

 (chrisnsuebassett @tiscali.co.uk  )or                                                                     

 Chris Mew (mewsofwarwick@btinternet.com)  

 

 
  

              Foregate Street Bridge ð GWR gateway to Worcester  

 

 

The autumn meeting of 2016 was held in York on 8 th Octo ber, less than 

a week before the problems at York Minster became public.  Our tour 

included three ground floor rings, the first being All Saints, North Street a 

pleasant 6 close to the river Ouse. Ringing on the 8 bells of St Martinõs 

Coney Street attracte d public audience, being in the hea rt of the 

shopping area.   

 

mailto:chrisnsuebassett@tiscali.co.uk
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Lunch followed with a good range of hostelries, some finding beer as 

little as £1.90 a pint. The bright sunny day continued with the 10 bells at 

St Wilfred, RC where the church reception had òHoly Wateró on sale 

from a polypin at the reception desk!  

 

       
 

St Wilfred, RC church York    St Olave, Marygate  

 

The afternoon rounded off with ringing at St Olave and St Lawrence. 

The day had coincided with York races which, together with tourists, 

ma de the city very busy. The ringing during the day was excellent with 

a wide range including Cambridge, Yorkshire, London, Bristol and 4 -

spliced Surprise Major, Grandsire and Stedman Caters and Little Bob 

and Yorkshire Royal.  

 

 
 

Four generations of East Co ast power north of York 23 rd April 2017 
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The Guild started 2017 with a winter meeting in East London on 11 th 

February which started with the 10 bells of All Saints, West Ham.  

Despite warnings of being a home match day for the òHammersó, 

originally formed as the Thames Ironworks team in 1895,  we saw no 

crowds and local transport worked well. The next tower was St Mary , 

Bow ð not òtheó Bow bells but the ground floor 8 where some decent 

ringing ensued. A unique plaque in the church commemorates the 

patent of the corkscrew whilst a previous Rector  the Revd Kit Cat has his 

named perpetuated in nearby Kitcat T errace . 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

                                        Ringers at West Ham  

 

                 
                        òCorkscrewó plaque at Bow church  

 

Some 25 memebers and friends attended  and we were honoured to 

have Julie McDonnell among them.  Although dispersed for lunch we 

all came together again for the 10 at St Dunstanõs Stepney. 
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The final tower of the day was the light 8 at st George -in-the -East, close 

to Cable Street, site of an ti-fascist riots in 1936. The church was also 

used in filming The Long Good Friday with a  car exploding outside. 

Although  some found the light bells tricky, ringing up to Surp rise was 

accomplished rounding off what  had been a gloomy day 

weatherwise.  
 

 
         DLR and Central Ine trains contrast near Sratford  

******************************************************************************  

 

The Spring meeting of the Guild was aligned to the Berks & Hants route 

west of  Reading on 20 th May commencing at the 8 bel ls of St Mary, 

Kintbury. The wal k to the church was particularly pleasant, crossing the 

Kennett and Avon Canal which would be encountered later . The 87 

mile long canal parallels the Berks & Hants line for some di stance and is 

famous for the flight of 29 locks near Devizes. Kintbury church below.  
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The next cal l was at St Lawrence , Hungerford a beautiful 8 where the 

numerous peal boards bore witness to their desir ability. Good ringing of 

standar d methods up to St edman and Surprise was enjoyed here as 

was the pleasant walk along the canal towpath to reach the tower.  

 

 
Ringers at Thatcham  

 
                                             Hungerford, St Lawrence  

 

Sad to say, a few of the Guild missed the first two towe rs due to a 

fatality on the Tonbridge -Reading route which lost connections.  

However, we all re -grouped at Thatcham which gave the best choices 

for lunch before ringing on th e 10 bells of St Mary, another tower 

reno wned  for peal ringing. A good range of m ethods was achieved.  
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The 2017 AGM meeting was moved to London due to major 

possessions around Oxford on 22 nd  July, that being the intended venue. 

The City towers did provide a new perspective and a few ògrabsó for 

some people , three towers having  21 st century bells.  

 

First tower was St Dunstan in the West, Fleet Street, a relatively new light 

10 cast in 2011, with weight of only 10 cwt. Access to the tower was a 

challenge, with keys  being obtained from Coutts Bank opposite, the 

foyer of which containe d cases of guns and a shelf of top hats!  Some 

good ringing up to Caters and Royal ensued.  

 

St                                                St Dunstan in the West : 

                                                   William Tyndale was a curate here and  

                                                   The church is also associated with  John   

                                                   Donne  (Rector) , Dr Johnson  and Pepys .  

                                                   The interior is high church  and is partly   

                                                   used by the Romanian Orthodox Church.  

                                                   The ornate lantern was inspired by the  

                                                   Ch urch of All Saints, Pavement in York.  

                                                   Lord Baltimore, after whom US state is  

                                                   named is buried here.  

 

 

 

 

Standing close to London Bridge, our next call was St Magnus the 

Martyr, a Wren church with a new 26  cwt ring of 12 installed in 2009. 

Everyone managed to ring on all 12 and we peaked with some good 

Stedman Cinques. Bible translator Miles Coverdale is buried here.  
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  St Magnus the Martyr bells and towe r on Lower Thames Street  

 

Lunch beckoned and many of the party sampled the food and beer 

at The Cross Keys in Gracechurch Street.  Walking on to St James , 

Garlickhythe we passed St Michaelõs Cornhill where peal ringing was in 

progress. The new ring of 8 a t St James had already been heard by 

millions when on the Queenõs Barge on the Thames, celebrating her 

Diamond Jubilee. The bells cast by Whitechapel in 2012 were a delight 

to ring and  Methods up to Surprise tapped round.  

 

Ringing was followed in the body  of the church by the Guild AGM 

meeting attended by some  24 members . The usual business of electing 

officers, approving accounts and discussing future venues was 

followed by the approval of changes to rules. The latter followed 

previous suggestions to simp lify membership remove notional area 

organisations which had, in the event never materialised. Draft new 

rules had been previously circulated and subject to minor correction 

and amendments were carried.  The new rules are available on the 

Guild website or can be obtained from the Secretary. Minutes of the 

AGM meeting are included later in the newsletter.  

 


