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             W H E E L T A P P ER 
       THE JOURNAL OF THE GUILD OF RAILWAY RINGERS 

                                Spring 2018 

 

 

GNER Driving Van Trailer bringing up rear of East Coast Mk IV set                                           

 passing over the flat crossing at Newark 

Including: 

2018 TOURS 

WINTER 2018 TOUR GUILDFORD 

NEWS AND VIEWS 

A MESSAGE FROM THE SECRETARY, CHRIS MEW 

This issue of Wheeltapper brings us up to date to the Summer 

meeting in London together with forward advice of Autumn 

meeting later in September.  I hope you will be able to attend 

some of these and if you have any news or articles for future 

publication please get in touch.  Important – you will find a slip 

enclosed which explains new law on information held by the Guild  
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 May 19th          -        Newark 

 July 21st           -       AGM London 

 September 29th   -   Cheshire               

 

 

GUILD OFFICER CONTACT DETAILS 

 

Chairman – Peter Munday  

 

53, Poplars Road, Mardy, Abergavenny, NP7 6LJ 

 

Telephone 01873 737616  Mobile  07745 294353 

 

Email: petemunday74@gmail.com 

 

Secretary – Chris Mew 

 

82, Coventry Road, WARWICK, CV34 5HH 

 

Telephone  01926 402273 

 

Email:  secretary@railwayringers.org.uk 

 

Treasurer – Sue Bassett 

23, Hanmer Way, STAPLEHURST, Kent, TN12 0NR 

 

Telephone  01580 891917 

 

Email:  treasurer@railwayringers.org.uk 

 

For latest news visit the Guild website – railwayringers.org.uk 

This gives access to rules and membership forms. 

 

Contributions for future newsletters to any of the Officers please 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

WINTER MEETING 10th FEBRUARY 2018 - GUILDFORD 

 

Thanks to the efforts of Peter Munday, a successful tour of Guildford 

area was our most recent. The weather could have been kinder with 

quite a wet afternoon, but the towers rewarded those who came 

along. 

mailto:secretary@railwayringers.org.uk
mailto:treasurer@railwayringers.org.uk
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The first tower, Holy Trinity in Guildford High Street was built in 1760s and 

is one of the largest Georgian churches. Between 1927 when the 

Guildford Diocese was formed and the dedication of the new 

Cathedral in 1961, the church served temporarily as the pro-cathedral.  

        
Good use was made of the 8 bells, 

five cast by Lester, Pack & Chapman 

in 1769 and augmented by Taylor’s in 

1912.   

   

Before moving to Andover, for many 

years Guildford was the home of the 

Ringing World office with successive 

editors Tom White, Charles Denyer 

and David Thorne.  

 

 

Left: Holy Trinity church 

 

Moving down the cobbled High 

Street, to our next tower, St Mary’s, the Mayor of Guildford was 

encountered doing a walk-about and was told of the imminent ringing. 

St Mary’s is the oldest building in the town, the Anglo-Saxon tower 

dating from c.1040. The 6 bells all cast by Lester & Pack in 1754 are 

reached through the roof rafters as shown below. 

 

 
 

Lunch was taken at various hostelries in Guildford before members 

gave a boost to the load figures of the local bus route to Wonersh.      

En route, we passed the site of Bramley & Wonersh station complete 
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with crossing gates and platform. A re-opening plan for the route from 

Guildford to Cranleigh seems unlikely to materialise. 

 
Bramley, station and crossing 

 

  
                  Wonersh, St John                                      Shalford St Mary 

 

Arriving at Wonersh sheltering from the rain was the priority. 

Once in the tower the quality of the 8 bells, a complete Mears ring of 1958 

was appreciated with standard methods being rung up to Surprise. 

  

Yet another bus ride retraced the route to Shalford a church which, before 

the dissolution, belonged to the Priory of Bishopsgate. The bells are a 

complete Taylor ring of 8 cast in 1936 and these made a good end to the 

day before members dispersed by bus and train via Guildford. 
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Steam on Outing Day 

 

The February 10th date coincided with two steam-hauled specials 

which were seen on the way to and at Guildford - see below. 

 

 
 

No. 70013“Oliver Cromwell” leaves Reading on a 

Paddington to Worcester special 

 

 
  

Bullied pacific No. 35028 “Clan Line” heading north through                       

Guildford on a London to Winchester round trip. 
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Spring Tour 19th May 2018 – Newark area. 

 
The next Guild outing is all confirmed starting from Newark Northgate 

station by coach, timed for arrivals of trains from North and South and 

via Newark Castle. 

 

Newark Northgate station : Coach departs 10.45 

 
WINTHORPE, All Saints                     6, 6 cwt           11.00 – 11.30 

 

NORTH COLLINGHAM, All Saints    6, 9 cwt (GF)   11.45 – 12.15 

 

CODDINGTON, All Saints                6, 7 cwt (GF)   12.30 – 12.45 

 

Coach to Balderton village for lunch break    

 

BALDERTON, St Giles                       8, 8 cwt            14.30 – 15.15 

 

NEWARK UPON TRENT, St Mary    10, 31 cwt           15.30 – 16.30 

 

Parish church is walking distance from station, approx. 15 minutes. 

 

A charge of £10 will be made for coach travel but this may be 

reduced according to numbers.   To make sure you book a seat please 

advise the Secretary, Chris Mew if you intend to join the tour. 

 

 

Annual General Meeting Saturday 21st July - London 

 

Arrangements are proceeding for the Annual General Meeting to be 

held in London. The main ringing and meeting will be centred at 

Fulham and Putney. Full details will be sent out nearer the time but 

please put the date in your diary. 

 

Note that it had originally been planned to go to Oxford but the 

normal walking tour of the City was not available in 2018. We have 

reserved a date with the Oxford ringers for our AGM next year, the 

date for your diary is Saturday 20th July 2019. 

 

Autumn tour on Saturday 29th September 2018 – a week earlier than 

usual, our autumn tour is being arranged in the East Cheshire area 

(Stockport/Macclesfield) and details will be circulated as soon as 

towers have been confirmed. 
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Ringing for special occasions. 

 

Mention has been made in the past of possible ringing by members of 

the Railway Guild to mark special events or anniversaries with railway 

connections.  Examples of anniversaries occurring during 2018 are: 

 

150 years – opening of S Pancras station, London 

150 years – completion of South Eastern Railway                                                           

           to Tonbridge via Sevenoaks 

 

175 years – First locomotive constructed at Crewe completed 

175 years – completion of Eastern Counties Railway to Colchester 

175 years – completion of South Eastern Railway                                         

          extension to Folkestone 

 

There may be others, but these seem to be the significant ones. 

If any members would like to take part in a celebratory quarter peal or 

peal please let one of the Officers know. Better still if you would like to 

arrange some ringing even better!  There has been special ringing by 

bands of railwaymen even before the formation of the guild so let us 

revive the custom. 

 

 
Guild tours 

A variety of suggestion for tours are generally received at our Annual 

meetings and verbally in between but there is often a shortage of 

volunteers to take these o board and to make arrangements. If you 

would like to take on the task of fixing one of the four seasonal 

meetings, please contact one of the Officers. 

 

Subscriptions 

If you have not already paid your subscription for 2018, please do so 

direct to the Treasurer. You may receive a slip reminding you of 

outstanding years, please update to make sure your membership 

doesn’t lapse. 

 

Recruitment 

Whilst our numbers have remained constant in recent years, if you 

know of anyone bell ringers, working or retired, with railway 

connections who might like to join us do let us know. 
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Have you ever wondered why American trains have bells fitted? Unlike 

our UK railways, American lines are largely unfenced and have quite a 

few examples of street running. For this reason, locomotives are fitted 

with both whistles/horns and bells with mandated rules for their use. A 

side effect of this has been seen when British locomotives visited 

America and had to be fitted for their use abroad, here are examples. 

 

 Stanier pacific “Coronation” 

fitted with bell and headlight 

for Chicago Fair in 1939. 

Actually 6229 Duchess of 

Hamilton in disguise. 

 

                     King George V No. 6000 at 

Swindon steam museum. 

Fitted with bell for visit to 

Baltimore & Ohio Railway 

Centenary in 1927.   

 

 

                                                  

 

 

 

Flying Scotsman along 

Embarcadero, San 

Francisco, California 

in1971 during USA tour. 

Here seen in version 

without smoke deflectors. 

No. 60103 also went to 

Australia setting a non-

stop record of 422 miles 

on 6th August 1989. 

 

GWR panier tank No. 1369 fitted with 

bell along running board for street 

running to Weymouth quay. 

 


